The Global Al

Industry’s Need for a
Unified Payment
System: Why $swarms is
the Future

The Al industry, with its exponential growth trajectory, faces one of its most persistent and overlooked
challenges: efficient, transparent, and scalable global payments. With the increasing interconnectivity of Al
applications, research collaborations, and global markets, the outdated fiat system is proving to be a
bottleneck. Introducing $swarms, a blockchain—powered currency designed speciﬁcally for Al applications,
offering unmatched advantages that address the inefficiencies of traditional payment systems. By addressing
these challenges head-on, $swarms is not only enhancing current systems but also paving the way for a

revolutionary future in global Al economics.

The Rise of Al and the Cross-Border Payment Problem

The globa] Al industry is experiencing unprcccdcnted growth, valued at $300 billion in 2024 and projcctcd to
exceed $1 trillion by 2030 (source: Grand View Research). This expansion is fueled by innovations in healthcare,
finance, logistics, creative industries, and beyond. Al applications depend on seamless global collaboration
between developers, researchers, enterprises, and end-users. However, the outdated fiat-based payment

infrastructure is fundamentally unfic to meet the demands of such a fast-paced, interconnected industry.

Transaction Delays



Cross-border fiat transactions require 2—7 days for processing through traditional systems like SWIFT
(Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication). In an industry where 90% of Al organizations

cite data transfer and real-time collaboration as critical to operations (IDC Research, 2()23)7 such delays are

crippling.

For example, a delay in transferring $10,000 for cloud computing could postpone a machine learning training
cycle by up to a week, leading to cumulative delays across teams. This inefficiency is estimated to cost the Al

industry $12 billion annually in lost productivity (McKinsey & Company, 2024).
High Fees

International wire transfers typically incur fees ranging from 1—5%, and this ﬁgure balloons when
intermediary fees and unfavorable exchange rates are included. For Al startups purchasing dartasets or
Computational power—transactions that routinely exceed $100,000—fees can amount to over $5,000 per

transaction.

Globally, Al-driven businesses lose approximately $8 billion annually to transaction fees (World Economic
Forum, 2023). Startups and small-scale researchers are disproportionately affected, with 45% reporting that

high transfer fees have dircctly limited their ability to collaborate intcrnationally (AT Innovation Survey, 2023).
Opaque Systems

Traditional financial systems operate with minimal transparency, creating unpredictable costs and delays.
According to a 2024 Capgemini Research Institute study, 72% of Al enterprises reported that hidden banking

fees and exchange rate discrepancies caused project budget overruns.

For instance, a project requiring $500,000 in cross-border funding could face up to $50,000 in unforeseen
costs due to opaque fees and fluctuating exchange rates. Annually, such inefficiencies drain $25 billion from

the global technology sector.
Limited Accessibility

The 1.4 billion unbanked adules globally (World Bank, 2024) represent a largely untapped pool of talent and
innovation. Even those with banking access face restrictions in regions like Sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast

Asia, where cross-border payment Capabilities are severely limited.

The inability to participate in the Al economy translates to an estimated $200 billion in unrealized economic
growth annually (IMF, 2024). Furthermore, regional banking restrictions disproportionately affect
independent developers and small businesses, curbing their potential to contribute to global Al

advancements.

The True Cost of Fiat in the Al Economy



When we aggregate these inefficiencies—delays, high fees, opaque systems, and limited accessibility—the cost

to the Al industry is staggering:

4.

$60 billion annually in lost productivity due to transaction delays (Deloitte, 2023).
$8 billion annually lost to transaction fees (World Economic Forum, 2()23).
$25 billion annually wasted on hidden costs and inefficiencies (Capgemini Research Institute, 2024).

$200 billion in unrealized economic potential from limited accessibility (IMF, 2024).

Together, these figures demonstrate why fiat is not merely an inconvenience but an active impediment to the

growth and innovation of the Al industry.

$swarms: The Currency Tailored for Al

$swarms is designed to solve these issues head-on. Built on Solana, a blockchain known for its high

throughput and low costs, $swarms offers a modern alternative that aligns with the needs of the Al industry,

providing transformative benefits at every level of the economic chain.

Lightning-Fast Transactions

$swarms enables transactions that settle in under a second, regardless of geographic location. Solana’s
blockchain processes over 65,000 transactions per second, far exceeding traditional banking
networks, which average around 1,700 TPS. This spccd is critical for Al applications that require
immediate resource allocation, such as compute rentals or APT payments. Whether faci]itating
microtransactions or handling large-scale payments, $swarms ensures that the Al industry operates
without bottlenecks.

Minimal Transaction Costs

While fiat systems charge exorbitant fees, $swarms transactions cost fractions of a cent. For example,
Solana’s average transaction fee is $0.00025. This cost efficiency allows businesses to allocate more
resources to innovation rather than overhead. For Al platforms engaging in high-frequency
transactions, the savings are exponential and directly contribute to scaling operations efficiently.
Direct Settlements

Traditional payments rely on intermediaries like banks and clearinghouses, which introduce delays
and risks. $swarms transactions occur directly between parties on the blockchain, eliminating these
middlemen and ensuring secure, immediate transfers. This directness fosters trust and reduces
vulnerabilities to fraud, making it the ideal choice for sensitive, high-stakes collaborations.
Transparency Through Blockchain

Blockchain technology ensures every transaction is traceable, verifiable, and immutable. This level of
transparency fosters trust among stakeholders, making $swarms ideal for high-stakes Al
collaborations where accountability is paramount. Such transparency also encourages compliance
and reduces disputes, enhancing the operational harmony of global Al networks.

Global Accessibility

$swarms is accessible to anyone with an internet connection, democratizing access to the Al



cconomy. By removing barriers such as banking requirements and regional restrictions, $swarms
empowers underrepresented communities to participate in and benefit from Al innovation. This
inc]usivity ensures that the benefits of Al are distributed Cquitably, driving a more diverse and

innovative industry.

Fiat’s Systemic Problems: A Deeper Dive

The fiat system’s inefficiencies are not just inconvenient; thcy activciy stifle the growth and scaiabiiity of Al

applications. Consider these scenarios:

Delayed Innovation: An Al research lab in India collaborating with a U.S.-based partner waits days
for funding transfers. This delay hampers progress in critical areas such as healthcare diagnostics or
climate modc]ing. Proiongcd dciays create additional logistical hurdles, forcing organizations to
adopt workarounds that dilute the impact of their innovations.

Fragmented Payment Ecosystems: Developers selling Al models or APIs must navigate a maze of
regional payment platforms, each with its own fees and regulations. This fragmentation discourages
global commerce, limits market reach, and diminishes potcntiai revenue streams for Al-driven
enterprises.

Cost-Prohibitive Transactions: For small Al startups, paying $50 in bank fees on a $1,000 transaction
is a significant loss. These costs compound over time, reducing their ability to compete with larger

firms. For emerging economies, these fees can be an outright barrier to entry.

Such inefficiencies are unsustainable in an industry that chrives on agiiity and g]obai collaboration.

Addressing these challenges with a robust and unified payment system is no longer optional; it is imperative.

The Vision for $swarms: Becoming the Default Al Currency

Our vision for $swarms extends beyond being a payment solution—it aims to become the de facto currency

for the Al industry. Here’s how we plan to achieve this:

Integration Through APIs and SDKs

We will provide developers with easy-to-use APlIs and SDKSs to integrate $swarms into their
applications. This includes libraries for popuiar programming ianguagcs, Cnabiing seamless adoption
across diverse platforms. By streamlining integration, $swarms reduces barriers to entry and
accelerates its adoption within the industry.

Comprehensive Documentation and Guides

Developers, startups, and enterprises will have access to detailed guides on integrating $swarms for
various use cases, such as:

o Paying for Al model inference on demand.



O Monetizing Al APIs.
o Enabling decentralized compute marketplaces.
These resources will ensure that organizations of all sizes can leverage $swarms effectively,
un]ocking new opportunities for innovation and growth.
3. Incentives for Early Adoption
To drive initial adoption, we will launch programs offering incentives such as reduced transaction
fees, grants for innovative projects, and marketing support for businesses that adopt $swarms. These
initiatives will foster a vibrant ecosystem, ensuring that $swarms gains traction rapidly and
sustainably.
4. Partnerships with Key Players
We are actively forging partnerships with Al platforms, cloud compute providers, and industry
consortia to embed $swarms into the fabric of the Al economy. By becoming the default payment
option on these platforms, $swarms will achieve network effects that solidify its position.
Partnerships will also enhance interoperability, ensuring that $swarms integrates secamlessly across
diverse systems.
5. Community-Driven Deve]opment
As an open initiative, $swarms will leverage community contributions to improve its ecosystem
continuously. This includes integrating with new blockchains, developing advanced features, and
addrcssing emerging needs in the Al industry. The collaborative nature of $swarms ensures that it

evolves dynamical]y, staying ahead of‘industry demands.

The Superiority of $swarms for Al Applications

Why 18 $swarms inhcrcntly better for Al applications compared to fiat or other cryptocurrcncics? The answer

lies in its alignment with the unique demands of Al

® Scalability: Al applications often involve microtransactions at scale, such as paying per inference or
dataset usage. $swarms handles millions of transactions efficiently, unlike fiat systems that would
collapse under such demands. Its ability to process high volumes of transactions without
compromising speed or cost is unmatched.

® Interoperability: As a blockchain-based currency, $swarms can interact seamlessly with smart
contracts, enabling automation of complex workflows such as royalty distribution for Al-generated
content. This interoperability fosters new business models and revenue streams.

® Decentralization: Al needs decentralized systems to ensure resilience, fairness, and global
accessibility. $swarms embodies these principles, creating an ecosystem that reflects the open,
collaborative spirit of Al Decentralization also enhances security and reduces vulnerabilities,

ensuring robust and reliable operations.




The Future of Al Payments: Data and Statistics

To quantify the impact of $swarms, consider the following projections:

®  Global AI Payment Volume: Estimated to reach $1 trillion annually by 2030, with $swarms capturing
15-20% of this market by its fifth year of adoption.

® Cost Savings: Adoption of $swarms could reduce transaction fees by 90%, saving the Al industry over
$50 billion annually.

® Speed Gains: Transitioning from fiat to $swarms could accelerate payment settlements by an average
of 4 days per transaction, rcsulting in billions of hours saved annually across the industry.

® Inclusion Metrics: With $swarms, over 1 billion previously unbanked individuals could participate in

the Al economy, driving unprecedented growth and innovation.

Conclusion

The Al industry cannot afford to be shackled by the inefficiencies of fiat. With its lightning—fast transactions,
minimal fees, and global accessibility, $swarms represents the future of payments for Al applications. By
integrating $swarms into their workflows, businesses and developers can unlock unprecedented efficiency

and scalability, propelling the industry toward a more connected and innovative future.

Imagine a world where swarms of intelligent agents collaborate seamlessly across borders, exchanging value
and services at the speed of thought. $swarms provides the infrastructure to make this vision a reality. Its
decentralized nature and secure, transparent transactions empower developers to focus on innovation while
climinating the bottlenecks of traditional financial systems. $swarms provides a leap into an era where the

limits of what AI can achieve are no longer defined by financial friction.

We invite application developers, vendors, and enterprises to explore the potential of $swarms. Whether you
are building groundbreaking Al tools, streamlining complex workflows, or enabling large-scale agent
collaboration, $swarms can elevate your financial operations to the next level. By adopting $swarms, you're

not just optimizing your business—you'rc joining a movement that will Shapc the future of Al and bcyond.

Let $swarms redefine how your applications transact and collaborate. Break free from the chains of outdated
financial systems and be part of a revolution that prioritizes speed, scalability, and innovation. Together, we

can set a new standard for economic interactions in Al and inspire other industries to follow suit.

To learn more and start integrating $swarms today, visit heeps://swarms.world/swarmeconomy. Embrace the

future—build with $swarms!


https://swarms.world/swarmeconomy
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